Interviews for Understanding
Lesson Plan for In-Class
Middle School or above
In this Lesson Plan, you are using Chinese Judge Li’s video interview to lead a webquest in class to find the answers to the questions posed in the Student Handout (see last page of this document or link from the website).  This exercise can be transformed to add a note-taking component or into an independent project for students to do on their own in a computer lab or as homework.  Finally, this clip or others can be used as part of a prompt for a long-term research and essay assignment.  

Learning Outcomes –
 Skills – listening,  analysis, synthesis
Knowledge – Structure and function of Chinese Court system and US Court System

Key terms – Unitary court system, parallel court system, trial court, appellate court

FIRST CLIP:  Start clip of Chinese Court System.  Stop about halfway after Judge Li talks about the unitary v. parallel systems, the Supreme Peoples’ Court and the provincial courts.  [Will end with “where I work for the court currently.”  ]

1. Turn to the Student Handout  for questions about the first video clip of Judge Li   
a.  China has a _______court system 
Answer:  Unitary.  [Explain that this means just one system for the entire country]

b. Is the court system in the US a unitary system like China’s or something different?   What is our system called and how does it work?
Answer:  We have a parallel system of courts, where state courts have general jurisdiction and hear most cases.  Can go to Judge Kaye’s interview on federalism to listen for the answer http://statecourtwatch.org/interviews-kaye.html#jk-federalism or have students do their own research on-line on reliable web sites

c. In China, the _______ is the highest court in the nation.
Answer:  The Supreme Peoples Court
What is the equivalent highest court in the United States?
           Answer:  U.S. Supreme Court 

d. Below the highest court in China are the high courts of each ______. 
          Answer : province

e. What courts are below the U.S. Supreme Court in the United States 
i. On the federal level?
Answer:  Go to http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources/FederalCourtBasics/CourtStructure/StructureOfFederalCourts.aspx
Show diagram and can go to Fast Facts then to Birds Eye view and read.

ii. On the state level? 
Answer :  Go to http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ctapps/outline.htm  For other states’ court systems, link to the National Center for State Courts.

f. How are the Chinese provincial courts different from the state courts in the United States?
Answer:  This question requires a synthesis of the preceding information.  Since we have a parallel system, the state courts work in parallel with the federal courts.  In the Chinese system, the provincial courts are simply lower courts within their unified system. Listen with students to beginning of Judge Rosenblatt on Supremacy clause for more nuanced discussion of courts’ interrelationship.  http://statecourtwatch.org/interviews-rosenblatt.html#ar-supremacy-clause

2. Return to the clip of Judge Li and listen to her to the end.  Then go back to the Handout questions.

a. The ______ is the lowest level of court in the Chinese court system where cases originate.
Answer:  District Court

b. The ______ are the lowest level courts in the federal court system in the US where cases originate.  
   Answer:  U.S. District Court.  Go to http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources/FederalCourtBasics/CourtStructure/StructureOfFederalCourts.aspx

c. The ______ are the lowest level courts in {your/ New York} State court system where cases originate.
Answer:  Go to NYS Unified Court System site for the answer and to show how complicated N.Y.’s court system is compared to the federal system.  For other states’ court systems, link to the National Center for State Courts.

d. The _____ in any case typically occurs at the lowest level court and parties unsatisfied with the verdict can _____.
Answer:  trial, appeal

e. Appeals of District Court decisions go to the _____court in China. 
Answer: In the video,  Judge Li seems to give two different answers.  Both the Intermediate and the High court of the province are correct.  Determinations about whether cases will go to the intermediate or the high court for a final decision are based on a variety of factors.

f. Appeals of District Court decisions on the federal level in the U.S. system go to the _____.
Answer: US Circuit Courts of Appeal and then US Supreme Court.  Go to or see if students remember to go to: http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources/FederalCourtBasics/CourtStructure/StructureOfFederalCourts.aspx







Student Handout
Understanding the U.S. Court System 
and Comparing it with the Chinese Court System 
using Interviews for Understanding

1. After the first video clip of Judge Li is played by your instructor, answer the following:

g. China has a _______court system. 

h. Is the court system in the US a unitary system like China’s or something different?   What is our system called and how does it work? 

i. In China, the ________ is the highest court in the nation.   What is the U.S. equivalent?

j. Below the highest court in China are the high courts of each ______ .

k. What courts are below the U.S. Supreme Court in the United States 
i. On the federal level? 
ii. On the state level? 

l. How are the Chinese provincial courts different from the state courts in the United States? 

3.  After the second  video clip of Judge Li is played by your instructor, answer the following:

a. The ______ is the lowest level of court in the Chinese court system where cases originate.  

b. The  ______ are the lowest level courts in the federal court system in the US where cases originate.  

c. The  _____are the lowest level courts in  {your/ New York} State court system where cases originate.

d. The ______in any case typically occurs at the lowest level court and parties unsatisfied with the verdict can ______ .

e. Appeals of District Court decisions go to the ____court in China. 

f. Appeals of District Court decisions on the federal level in the U.S. system go to the _______. 
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